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Division 68:  Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission, $1 567 000 - 
Mr P.W. Andrews, Chairman. 
Mr E.S. Ripper, Treasurer. 
Mr C.J. Purcell, Chief Executive Officer. 
Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Page 1148 refers to the four outputs for the Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission.  
Output 4, regional promotions, is of particular concern.  The Government has budgeted only $407 000, whereas 
last year it spent $869 000 in this regard.  When we desperately need regional promotion, why has the Treasurer 
halved the regional promotion budget for the Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission?   

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  The explanation is found on page 1155 of the Budget Statements - 
The finalisation of the Golden Quest Discovery Trail Project will enable resources to be directed to 
projects across the other outputs.  

I add that the total cost of the golden quest project was $1.1 million.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Was that spread over a couple of years?   

Mr E.S. RIPPER: That is right.  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  It was a very good project. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  It has been finalised, and resources that were directed there have now been distributed to other 
projects.   
[3.00 pm] 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  I refer the Treasurer to the significant issues and trends listed on page 1147 of the Budget 
Statements.  The first dot point states that the possible provision of an alternative sustainable water supply to the 
goldfields is of particular concern and interest to the people of the goldfields.  How far has that proposal been 
advanced?  Where is the Government at with the provision of an alternative water supply to the goldfields?   

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  I was present in Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie for the centenary of the goldfields water supply 
scheme.  A terrific day was had by all, particularly by me as Acting Premier.  I announced on that occasion that 
the Government would undertake discussions with proponents for the supply of water from Esperance to 
determine whether that supply could be more economic and commercial than the continued supply through the 
goldfields water scheme or its expansion.   
The appropriation was recommended.   
 


